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ABSTRACT

Communicative competence is one of the primary objectives of English as a Foreign Language (EFL) education, requiring
learners not only to possess linguistic knowledge but also to use language effectively in meaningful communication. In recent years,
higher-order thinking skills (HOTS) have been increasingly recognized as an important factor in developing communicative competence
because they enable learners to analyze information, evaluate ideas, and express reasoned opinions during communication. This paper
explores the relationship between higher-order thinking and communicative competence in EFL learning by synthesizing theoretical
perspectives and recent empirical studies. The discussion draws on Bloom’s Taxonomy (Bloom, 1956), Anderson and Krathwohl’s
(2001) revised Bloom’s Taxonomy, Mayer’s (2002, 2008) Cognitive Theory of Learning, Ellis’s (2003) Second Language Acquisition
framework, and recent studies by Yin et al. (2024) and Jannah et al. (2026). The paper argues that integrating higher-order thinking
into language instruction strengthens communicative competence by promoting meaningful interaction, critical thinking, and active
language use.
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Introduction

Developing communicative competence has become one of the central goals of English as a Foreign
Language (EFL) education because learners are expected not only to acquire linguistic knowledge but also to use
English effectively in academic, professional, and everyday situations (Ellis, 2003). Successful communication
requires learners to express ideas clearly, interpret information, solve problems, and respond appropriately to
different communicative contexts. These abilities extend beyond grammar and vocabulary and involve higher
levels of cognitive processing.

Higher-order thinking skills (HOTS) have therefore received increasing attention in language educa-
tion. According to Anderson and Krathwohl (2001), higher-order thinking includes analyzing, evaluating, and
creating, enabling learners to engage actively with information instead of simply recalling knowledge. Such cog-
nitive processes are essential for meaningful communication because they help learners organize ideas, justify
opinions, and participate confidently in discussions.

Although previous studies have investigated higher-order thinking in speaking instruction and assess-
ment (Jannah et al., 2026; Yin et al., 2024), the relationship between HOTS and communicative competence
deserves further theoretical attention. Therefore, this paper examines how higher-order thinking contributes to
the development of communicative competence in EFL learning by synthesizing relevant theoretical perspec-
tives and empirical findings.

Literature Review
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The concept of higher-order thinking skills (HOTS) originates from Bloom's (1956) Taxonomy of Edu-
cational Objectives, which classifies cognitive learning into different levels. This framework was later revised
by Anderson and Krathwohl (2001), who identified analyzing, evaluating, and creating as the highest cognitive
processes. These skills encourage learners to move beyond memorization and develop the ability to interpret
information, solve problems, and produce meaningful responses.

The relationship between higher-order thinking and language learning is supported by Mayer's (2002,
2008) Cognitive Theory of Learning, which explains that meaningful learning occurs when learners actively
select, organize, and integrate new information with their existing knowledge. In language classrooms, this
process enables learners to understand, interpret, and communicate ideas more effectively. Similarly, Ellis
(2003) emphasizes that second language acquisition develops through meaningful interaction, where learners
negotiate meaning and actively participate in communication.

Recent studies further highlight the importance of higher-order thinking in EFL learning. Yin et al.
(2024) argue that communicative competence should include learners' ability to think critically, organize ideas
logically, and justify opinions during speaking tasks. Likewise, Jannah et al. (2026) report that integrating
HOTS into speaking instruction increases learner engagement and promotes more meaningful classroom com-
munication. Together, these theoretical and empirical perspectives demonstrate that higher-order thinking sup-
ports the development of communicative competence by combining cognitive engagement with effective lan-
guage use.

Methodology

This study employed a narrative literature review to examine the relationship between higher-order
thinking and communicative competence in EFL learning. Instead of collecting primary data, the paper syn-
thesizes theoretical and empirical literature to develop a conceptual understanding of the topic. The analysis
is based on Bloom's (1956) Taxonomy of Educational Objectives, Anderson and Krathwohl's (2001) revised
Bloom's Taxonomy, Mayer's (2002, 2008) Cognitive Theory of Learning, Ellis's (2003) Second Language Ac-
quisition framework, and the empirical studies conducted by Yin et al. (2024) and Jannah et al. (2026). The
selected literature was analyzed thematically to identify common perspectives regarding the contribution of
higher-order thinking to communicative competence.

Results and Discussion

The reviewed literature indicates that higher-order thinking skills play an important role in developing
communicative competence in EFL learning. Although communicative competence has traditionally been as-
sociated with linguistic knowledge, the reviewed studies suggest that effective communication also depends on
learners' ability to analyze information, evaluate ideas, and express well-reasoned opinions.

According to Anderson and Krathwohl (2001), analyzing, evaluating, and creating represent the highest
levels of cognitive learning. These processes enable learners to communicate more purposefully by organizing
ideas logically, responding critically to information, and producing meaningful language. From this perspective,
communicative competence involves both language proficiency and cognitive engagement.

Mayer (2002, 2008) further explains that meaningful learning occurs when learners actively process
new information and connect it with their previous knowledge. When applied to EFL instruction, this process
encourages learners to communicate with greater confidence because they understand the meaning behind what
they express rather than simply recalling memorized language. Likewise, Ellis (2003) argues that meaningful
interaction creates opportunities for learners to negotiate meaning and develop their language through authentic
communication.

The empirical findings support these theoretical perspectives. Yin et al. (2024) emphasize that speak-
ing assessment should evaluate critical thinking together with linguistic performance, as learners' ability to
organize ideas and justify opinions reflects communicative competence. Similarly, Jannah et al. (2026) found
that integrating HOTS into speaking instruction encourages learners to participate more actively in classroom
communication and strengthens both their thinking skills and language performance.

Overall, the reviewed evidence suggests that higher-order thinking is closely connected with commu-
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nicative competence in EFL learning. Learners who engage in analytical, evaluative, and creative thinking are
better prepared to communicate effectively because they are able to construct meaningful responses, support
their ideas, and participate confidently in authentic communicative situations.

Conclusion

Higher-order thinking skills have become an essential component of communicative competence in En-
glish as a Foreign Language (EFL) learning. The theoretical perspectives presented by Bloom (1956), Anderson
and Krathwohl (2001), Mayer (2002, 2008), and Ellis (2003) demonstrate that meaningful communication re-
quires more than linguistic knowledge. Learners need to analyze information, evaluate different viewpoints,
and generate meaningful responses in order to communicate effectively.

The empirical studies by Yin et al. (2024) and Jannah et al. (2026) further support this view by show-
ing that integrating higher-order thinking into speaking instruction and assessment promotes learners' cognitive
engagement and improves communication. When learners are encouraged to think critically while using En-
glish, they become more confident in expressing ideas, supporting opinions, and participating in meaningful
interaction.

Overall, this paper suggests that higher-order thinking and communicative competence are closely in-
terconnected. Integrating HOTS into EFL instruction not only strengthens learners' language proficiency but
also develops the cognitive skills necessary for successful communication. Therefore, EFL teachers should in-
corporate learning activities that encourage analysis, evaluation, and creativity to prepare learners for effective
communication in academic and real-world contexts.

References

Anderson, L. W., & Krathwohl, D. R. (Eds.). (2001). A taxonomy for learning, teaching, and assessing:
A revision of Bloom's taxonomy of educational objectives. Longman.

Bloom, B. S. (1956). Taxonomy of educational objectives: Handbook I: Cognitive domain. David
McKay.

Ellis, R. (2003). Second language acquisition. Oxford University Press.

Jannah, S. M., Hidayanto, N., & Andriyanti, E. (2026). Exploring higher order thinking skills
(HOTS) through lecturers' beliefs and practices in teaching speaking skills. Discover Education, 5.
https://doi.org/10.1007/s44217-026-01233-2

Krathwohl, D. R., Bloom, B. S., & Masia, B. B. (1984). Taxonomy of educational objectives: The
classification of educational goals. Handbook II: Affective domain. David McKay.

Mayer, R. E. (2002). Learning and instruction. Pearson.

Mayer, R. E. (2008). Learning and instruction (2nd ed.). Pearson Merrill Prentice Hall.

Yin, S., Fan, J, Jin, Y. & Stapleton, P. (2024). Towards a framework of criti-
cal thinking for assessing EAP speaking. Journal of English for Academic Purposes, 69.
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1475158524000948?utm_source

"ZAMONAVIY TADQIQOTLAR VA BARQAROR RIVO]... 230 conf.ilmfdu.uz


https://doi.org/10.1007/s44217-026-01233-2
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1475158524000948?utm_source
https://conf.ilmfdu.uz
https://conf.ilmfdu.uz

